Crescentic glomerulonephritis associated with renal amyloidosis.
A case of crescentic glomerulonephritis associated with renal amyloidosis is reported. A 62-year-old woman with a 6-yr history of rheumatoid arthritis developed rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis associated with renal amyloidosis and crescent formation. Amyloid protein was positively stained with anti-AA antibody and its fibrils were demonstrated by electron microscopy. In connection with epithelial cell proliferation in the capsular space, destruction of the capillary basement membrane was observed at the sites where amyloid fibrils were accumulated, whereas glomerular deposition of immunoglobulin and complement was not detected. It is conceivable that the destruction of the glomerular tufts induced by amyloid deposition may be responsible for the crescent formation.